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Forecast Division 


Washington, August 1, 1925 


DISTRIBUTION OF WEATHER FORECASTS, INFORMATION, AND WARNINGS 
BY RADIO IN THE GULF OF MEXICO, CARIBBEAN SEA AND 
ADJACENT WATERS OF THE NORTH ATLANTIC OCEAN 


Weather bulletins are broadeast daily from a number of 
naval and commercial radio stations for the benefit of 
navigation and other interests in the Gulf of Mexico, Carib- 
bean Sea, contiguous North Atlantic Ocean, and on adjacent 
coasts. 

EXPLANATION OF BULLETINS 


The bulletins which are broadeast from each radio station 
are of the same general character and are similarly translated. 
They are based upon observations taken in the United States 
at 8 a. m. (0800) and 8 p. m. (2000), 75th meridian time, and 
one hour earlier at stations in the Gulf of Mexico and Carib- 
bean Sea, of the date of distribution, as indicated. 

The bulletins are divided into two parts. The first contains 
reports of barometric pressure, wind direction and velocity at 
certain stations, each of which is indicated by one or more 
“key letters”, and using a group of five figures to represent the 
data contained in the report. The second part consists of 
wind and weather forecasts and warnings of storms and hurri- 
eanes. Ifa weather report from any station can not be sup- 
plied, the key letters and data figures will be omitted alto- 
gether, but in case only a portion of a report is missing, the 
letter “x” will be substituted for the omitted data figure. 

These weather reports contained in the first part of the 
bulletins and supplemented by others picked up from vessels, 
ean be used in the production of weather maps, which will be 
of much value to navigating officers, and charts prepared for 
this purpose, which show the reporting stations and their 
key letters, will be forwarded upon application. 


The broadcasts in all cases are in 75th meridian time. 
KEY TO FIRST PART AND EXAMPLES 


Barometric pressure (first three figures of group): Actual 
pressure in inches and hundredths used, except that first fig- 
ure of full reading is omitted. Thus, if the actual corrected 
pressure is 29.98 inches, the figures 998 are sent; or, if the read- 
ing is 30.14 inches, the figures 014 are sent. 


Direction of surface wind (fourth figure of group). 
0=calm, or no movement. 


1=north. 5=south. 
2= northeast. 6=south west. 
3=east. 7= west. 


4=southeast. 8=northwest. 
Force of wind (fifth figure of group): Sent according to 
Beaufort scale, values 0 to 9, inclusive. 
Beaufort scale 











Scale : : Miles per hour| Terms used in 
No. Explanatory titles (statute) forecasts 
OL pee Pie PsIsiais ole ula aleis clone Less than at 
: eee AIG MIT 2 asiciea oetcoaisercte lto 3?) Light. 
Bs. tone Slight breeze............ 4to 7 
Ue BaRee Gentle breeze ........... 8 to 12 | Gentle. 
Bas sia Moderate breeze........ 13 to 18 | Moderate. 
ada Fresh breeze .....5...... 19 to 24 | Fresh. - 
Bhsier se Strong breeze........... 25 to 31 
ih... High wind 32 to a Strong, 
B00 | Strong eae... 47 to 54s| Gales. 
y10 (W) Whole gale 55 to 63 Whole gale. 
TUES SLONIN =. Seats. oemrohcctcsietinya 64 to 75 
PONE Se UNICA Gis eeu a ens a eal Over 75 | Hurricane. 














*The numeral code does not admit of force in excess of 9 being 
sent. Therefore, the letters W,S, and H will be used for wind forces 
10, 11, and 12, respectively. 

NoTe.—The last column gives the terms applicable to the Beau- 
fort scale which are used in the forecasts and warnings issued by 
the U.S. Weather Bureau. 


Example of group as sent: 99852. 

Translation: Barometric pressure, 29.98 inches, wind 
south, wind force, 2 (4 to 7 statute miles per hour). 

The second part of the bulletin consists of wind and weather 
forecasts and, whenever conditions warrant, information as to 
storm centers, storm and hurricane warnings and advices to 
shipping. Whenever a storm exists that is likely to affect a 
section, the location and expected direction of movement of 
the .storm center will be given, followed by any storm or 
hurricane warnings and advices to shipping that have been 
issued. 


from 





STATIONS BROADCASTING BULLETINS AND SCHEDULES 


Following is a list of radio broadcasting stations, from which broadeasts are made in cooperation with the United States 
Weather Bureau, with a description of the bulletinsin each case. All broadcasts are made daily, Sundays and holidays included. 


BROWNSVILLE, TEX. 


Station NAY—United States Navy. 
Radiotelegraph.. Wave length 4,997 meters, (60 KC/s) CW. 
12 midnight (0000). 











Observation wt oe Be sa in first part and Second part of bulletin 

FEEVIRWESG, HULBotarstetie nico sit eleislsre's's ds eterere sik a5 K Winds over east Gulf of Mexico (east of longitude 90°). 

Tam pas Mlantat baseload ie dea TA Winds over west Gulf of Mexico (west of longitude 90°). 
Pensacola, HP itsisae) secs jtceee oe Pt cen tee P: Winds over Caribbean Sea (west of longitude 78°) and 
Mobile, Ala Ped ctiartswsnas oho. Seep dee cuetevee MO Windward Passage. 

STEN OO LaB ic reratals oe aie es avaa tine a's stats <tatto ls BW | Storm warnings for Gulf of Mexico, Key West to Brownsville. 
Galveston Te xieit sot. inst aii wales oe clears Sakis GV Location and expected movement of storm centers affecting 
Corpus Christi, Lex axchwctesiylag sl oceysstene's CC Gulf of Mexico. ; 

BSPOWHSVING, PORK vor te tarr«.w,0he Fis o0s. 010-00 s1 07a ams BV All hurricane warnings and advices. 

TI OB TOT Aes ETCH a letalctalcto-s.s?oseiepe eis a’s:«’ 9s’ a tore che KN 

WPM LSS mnit ie dale s sleiie aise ds eels ioe ces SI 








% 





KEY WEST, FLA. 
Station NAR—United States Navy. i 
Radiotelegraph. Wave length 5,657 meters (53 KC/s), CW; and 1,463 meters (205 KC/s), ACW., simultaneously. 
10 p. m. (2200). 


a 











Observation piace ar iy merino in first part and Second part of bulletin 

EERUCCLAGs ON oo Cinco tele rnisiate'e ie orevsiciao cis gtelcmaiele eiaiete ie Winds off Atlantic coast, Hatteras to Key West. ; 
Charlestons 8: @. . a4 TFA Diy TY Winds over east Gulf of Mexico (east of longitude 90°). 
Jacksonville, Pla ........ +e eee eee e ee ee eens JA Winds over west Gulf of Mexico (west of longitude 90°). 
Miami, Fla Dee BIO io ako ID as a uy Winds over Caribbean Sea (west of longitude 73°) and 
“peat a Sie o Maleate tame ee Ae nee oA if Windward Passage. : 

, a BW Storm warnings Hatteras to Key West. A 
Burr ge ota P «dee W alan hode a he = Sach +y | Storm warnings Gulf of Mexico, Key West to Brownsville. 
Galveston, Tex. . SOO GOB AOU FORREST ee Location and expected movement of storm centers affecting 
Brownsville, Tex Sk ioc Sa a a i aaa FW Atlantic coast south of Hatteras and Gulf of Mexico. 
Kingston th OX 9) Pit?) “hades wyraieaen W's KN All hurricane warnings and advices. 
Turks Island <<. «ss «see. SENT oN TI 
HavanasiGubann: ccc. vice ek vee vet ss) HA 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba... - ss <dimena GO 
SWAT SELIM Cs acs.s care cloveceiace pre Were echt’ Be ee eiete Siete SI 
SAN GNIAR EG c.c oes sags corele nha esi evermie/atelelalsiete SJ 








PORT ARTHUR, TEX. (June 1 to November 30, inclusive. ) 
Station WPA—The Gulf Refining Company. 
Radiotelegraph. Wave length 925 meters (324 KC/s), spark. 
11.45 a. m. (1145). 








Observation stations contained in first part and Second part of bulletin 
code letters. S 

AG, er. Lig/sibis inv eieicisis\AIOSe setatrlese ic ei: nM Winds over west Gulf of Mexico (west of longitude 90°). 
Galvector "Tex bi abc yy AS GV Storm warnings for Gulf of Mexico. ? 
Port Arthur, The. fof ae EASE PA All hurricane warnings and advices when issued. 
New Orlesnst 1a... ife-o cuso.e c-a ae ee aoe ews NO 
Mighbtlay Alinerer...<. etiaei ort one eco e MO 
Key, Wiest Hag. ...:3 ax nico tice Stee ait el> ciel? K 








SAN JUAN, P. R. (July 1 to November 15, inclusive. ) 


Station NAU—United States Navy. 
Radiotelegraph. Wave length 4,836 meters (62 KC/s), CW, 9.00 p. m. (2100). 











Observation ag Ie in first part and Second part of bulletin 
SAD UA ek Weed abies wide PS sei a SJ Wis hurricane-wartin 
ae gs. 

Disses RG et AIDS Ye vita Bike 4S In the absence of. a tropical storm the following words will be 
Roseauy (DGMinical WM VIVA IAG, ce RS sent each day ‘‘Weather Normal. 
Bridgetown,; Barbados - ...)). 0... 0c0 a. os BB 
Santo Domingo, Ss)... waste ae pape aeeitt eile sD 

EP UCLLO PUA CA sp «1 sav Neintelaais a tenes ete lediv 
WASUEIGS poo ber LACIE so orersmrcvers sre Le acta etsisietertenelire LU 

Willemstadt, Curacao? su... 2100, eae eee. W 

Port ofSpain}sDrinidad:-{m.. tates: Bele ener PS 

SG MATES Le Wi Lacy. sete eters phate dey anaes SM 











Hurricane warnings and advisory messages relating thereto are broadcast whenever issued, and repeated at 2-hour 
intervals until midnight. 


Norr.—This bulletin is rebroadcast by the Naval Radio station NAW at Guantanamo, Cuba, during the hurricane season, July 1 to Novem- 
ber 15, inclusive, on a wave length of 1,395 meters (215 KC/s), CW, at 9 p. m. (2100). 


ALMIRANTE, PANAMA. 
Station UB—United Fruit Company. 
Radiotelegraph.—Wave length 4,075 meters (73.5 KC/s), CW. 
Schedule time: 12:30 p. m. (1230), and 11:45 p. m. (2345), 75th meridian time. 


The 12:30 p. m. (1230) bulletin isin two parts. The first part is broadcast only during the hurricane season, June . 
to November, inclusive, and consists of weather observations taken at the following places, which are indicated by key-letters: { 








Observati ations i i 
servation sta aah ie henest in first part and Sencnd part of bulletin 

Swan I 0 Ae TP I eer. Se ene 5 A : 
Rees pipes lds ae Winds over east Gulf of Mexico (east of longitude 90°). 
Bluefields, Nicaragua......................, BFp| Winds over west Gulf of Mexico (west of longitude 90°. 
Willemstadt, Curacad...+....++++ec+eeeeeeee W gis aa Sea (west of longitude 73°) and Wind- 
San J er aihcsin ualacse eis ehcaerslan innit RRR ear tates 
Port LORD ebogis Pratt” 2 Sens "tee aA Storm warnings for Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean Sea. 
Cienfuegos, cirhecscie} 0. hanke Per CFG All hurricane warnings and advices when issued. 
A UATIG CDE einsaclaicie ouch moore ens Me eee ee GUE 
Kingston.) amaiGas<. a. 7a ele mare eet oe KN 
Porky island, Bahamgsic.....csie cca ee TI 








al 


The second part of the bulletin consists of wind and weather forecasts for the western and eastern Gulf of Mexico, 
the Caribbean Sea, and the Windward Passage. Whenever the conditions warrant, the forecasts are preceded by advices 
and warnings regarding any storm or hurricane that may be in progress, and of “northers” during the winter months. 
The second part of the bulletin is broadcast daily throughout the year. 

The 11:45 p. m. (2345) bulletin is broadcast daily throughout the year, and consists only of forecasts, advices, and warn- 
ings of the same character and for the same areas as are contained in the second part of the 12:30 p. m.(1230) bulletin. 

When a hurricane is in progress the Weather Bureau will issue advices regarding its location, direction, progress, and 
intensity at frequent intervals, and these advices will be repeated every two hours and on the even hour. 


SWAN ISLAND, W. I. 


Station US—United Fruit Company. 
Radiotelegraph, spark, 2,240 meters (134 ROO. 


Information displays are made from the radio towers at Swan Island for the special benefit of ships in that region 
which are not equipped with wireless. The signals will consist of a large red pennant by day and a red lantern by night. 
These signals indicate that important weather information regarding a hurricane or a “norther” is in the possession of the 
radio operator, and can be obtained by boat calls ashore. However, ships equipped with wireless are permitted to call Swan 
Island (US) for the information. The United Fruit Company also permits ships that fail to obtain the regular weather 
broadcasts from Almirante to call the Swan Island station at any time for the latest weather forecasts. 

Norre.—The daily bulletins are radioed to Almirante and Swan Island from the Tropical Radio Telegraph station (WNU) at New Orleans, 


La., on 3,331 meters (90 KC/s), CW, at 11:30 a. m. (1180) and 11:80 p. m.. (2830), 75th meridian time, and any ship or station is at liberty to pick 
up these messages and repeat them’ to other ships, should it desire to do so. 





LOCAL DISTRIBUTION OF FORECASTS, STORM AND HURRICANE WARNINGS, AND 
WEATHER INFORMATION BY RADIO 


Loealized services, consisting of broadeasts of wind and weather forecasts, storm and hurricane warnings and advices 
relating thereto, which are supplemental to the bulletins as described above, are provided as follows: 
All broadcasts are made daily, Sundays and holidays included, except as otherwise noted. 








Radio stations 


Weather Bureau 
Trans- Kilo- Weather information broadcast Broadeasting time stations issuing 
oe peeing cycles information 

(meters) | 
E) = | bie ste L a 


| 


Charleston, S. C..} NAO | 2,607 115 |\(a2) Wind and weather forecasts and storm warnings for | (a) 10:30a.m. (1030)} Charleston, S. C. 

CW South Carolina coast; advisory messages relating to storm 
warnings issued for middle, south Atlantic, and east Gulf 
coasts; and 8 a. m. barometric pressure, wind direction 
and velocity, and state of weather at Charleston. 

(b) Storm warnings and advices issued in afternoon ....... (b) 6:00 p. m.(1800)) 

(c) Hurricane warnings and advisory messages relating |(¢c) When issued and 
thereto. repeated at 2-hour) 

intervals for 24 

hours. 





Location 








Savannah, Ga....| NEV | 1,428 210 |(a) Wind and weather forecasts and storm and hurricane | (a) 11:00a, m.(1100)| Savannah, Ga. 
Spark warnings for Georgia coast; advisory messages relating to 
storm warnings issued for middle and south Atlantic and 
east Gulf coasts; and 8:00 a. m. barometric pressure, wind 
direction and velocity, and state of weather at Savannah. 


(6) Storm warnings and advices issued in afternoon ....... \(b) 6:00 p. m. (1800) 
(ec) Hurricane warnings and advisory messages relating |(c) When issued and) 
thereto. repeated at 2-hour 


intervals until 
midnight (0000). 


St. Augustine, Fla.| NAP | 2,342 128 |(a) Wind and weather forecasts and storm warnings for |(a) 11:30 a.m. (1180)' Jacksonville, Fla. 

Spark east Florida coast, Jacksonville to Miami; advisory mes- 
sages relating to storm warnings issued for middle and 
south Atlantic and east Gulf coasts; and 8:00 a. m. baro- 
metric pressure, wind direction and velocity, and state 
of weather at Jacksonville and Titusville. 

(b) Storm warnings and advices when issued in afternoon. (6) When issued, 

(ce) Hurricane warnings and advisory messages relating |(c) Whenissuedand 
thereto. repeated at 2-hour 

intervals until 

6:00 p. m. (1800). 


Jupiter, Fla...... NAQ | 1,304 230 |(a) Wind and weather forecasts and storm warnings for |(a) 11:30a.m.(1130) | Jacksonville, Fla. 

Spark east coast of Florida, Miami to Key West; advisory mes- 
sages relating to storm warnings issued for the middle 
and south Atlantic and east Gulf coasts; and 8:00 a. m. 
barometric pressure, wind direction and velocity, and 
state of weather at Miami. 

(b) Storm warnings and advices issued in afternoon ....... (b) 6:00 p. m. (1800) 

(c) Hurricane warnings and advisory messages relating |(c) Whenissuedand | 
thereto. repeated at2-hour | 

intervals until| 

midnight (0000) 








| 
| 
| 
| 


Key West, Fla...; NAR | 1, 463 205 |Wind and weather forecasts and storm and hurricane | 12 noon (1200) |. Key West, Fla. 
ACW warnings for the Florida, south Atlantic, and east Gulf 
of Mexico coasts. 














LOCAL DISTRIBUTION OF FORECASTS, STORM AND HURRICANE WARNINGS, AND 
WEATHER INFORMATION BY RADIO—Continued 








Radio stations 





Location 





Pensacola, Fla.... 


New Orleans, La... 


New Orleans, La . 


Galveston, Tex.... 


Brownsville, Tex.. 


Guantanamo, 
Cuba 


Port auPrince, 
Haiti 

St. Thomas, V.I.. 

St; Croix, Velicer 

Santo Domingo, 
Do Re 

Ensenada, P. R .. 
































ne A rane Kilo- Weather information broadcast Broadcasting time 
Ja mitting 
letters| wave aT 
(meters) - 
— } 
NAS | 1,333 225 |(a) Wind and weather forecasts and storm warnings for |(a) 11.45a.m. (1145) 
Tube Florida, Alabama, and Mississippi coasts, Apalachicola to | (Except Sundays) 
Bay St. Louis; advisory messages relating to storm warn- 
ings issued for south Atlantic and Gulf coasts; and8 a.m. 
barometric pressure, wind direction and velocity, and 
state of weather at Pensacola. 
(b) Storm warnings and advices issued in afternoon ....... (b) 6 p. m. (1800) 
(c) Hurricane warnings and advisory messages relating |(¢) When issued 
thereto. and repeated at 
' 2-hour intervals 
until midnight. 
(0000). 
NAT | 2,607 115 |(a) State forecasts (States of Louisiana, Arkansas, Oklahoma, |(a) 10.00a. m. (1000) 
Spark and eastern and western Texas) and river forecasts for 
the Ouachita, lower Red and Mississippi Rivers. 
(6) Wind and weather forecasts and storm warnings for |(b) 11 a. m. (1100) 
Louisiana and Texas coasts; advisory messages relating to 
storm and hurricane warnings issued for south Atlantic 
and Gulf coasts; and 8 a. m. barometric pressure, wind 
direction and velocity, and state of weather at Burrwood 
and Port Arthur. 
(ec) Storm and hurricane warnings and advices issued in |(c) 5 p. m. (1700) 
afternoon. 
WNU | 3,881 90 |(a) Summary of weather conditions and barometric pres- |(a) 10 p.m. (2200) 
CW sure, wind direction and velocity, and state of weather 
at Burrwood, Port Arthur, and Galveston, at 8 p. m.; 
wind and weather forecasts for Louisiana and Texas 
coasts. 
(6) Storm and hurricane warnings for Louisiana and Texas |(b) 10 p. m. (2200) 
coasts, and advisories relating to warnings issued for 
south Atlantic and Gulf coasts. 
WGV 830 361 |(a) Wind and weather forecasts and storm warnings for |(a) 11,30 a. m. (1130) 
ICW Texas coast, Port Arthur to Corpus Christi; advisory |(Except Sundays 
messages relating to storm warnings issued for the west | and holidays.) 
Gulf coast; and 8 a. m. barometric pressure, wind direc- 
tion and velocity, and state of weather at Galveston. 
(b) Storm warnings and advices issued in afternoon ....... (b) 6 p. m. (1800) 
(c) Hurricane warnings and advisory messages relating |(c) Whenissued 
thereto. and repeated at 
2-hour intervals 
until mid-night 
(0000 ). 
NAY | 2,255 133 |(a) Wind and weather forecasts and storm warnings for | (a) Noon. (1200). 
| Spark Texas coast, Corpus Christi to Brownsville; advisory mes- 
| mes relating to storm warnings issued for the west Gulf 
coast. 
(6) Storm warnings and advices issued in afternoon........ (b) 7p. m.(1900) 
(c) Hurricane warnings and advisory messages relating |(c) When issued 
thereto. and repeated at 
2-hour intervals 
until mid-night 
0000) . 
NAW |, 1,395 215 | All hurricane warnings and advisory messages relating | When issued and 
Spark thereto whenever issued. (Repeats San Juan bulletin. | repeated at about 
See note under that station, page 2.) 4-hour intervals. 
NSC ead USSU IE aes GO ova ds ghee crete nts tae ve acer st eee Mee NL Te ata aes Pa eter O:!2. saan 
par 
NBB we LiBits. scree COs occu sohsia sie nisialare toinlergs Mette ti atyicestete eters amarante. tas dG; eee eee 
par 
NNI tiie GOBBI. . ccarete Osis so.e siqinye oad nied etic Zlaioet Sl c cena Ie ee ee = Q Anta deree Nerviiats 
Spar 
HIA Feet BOO ates O.. as.istagts Peter as & wisnsrelabhesoeds seta eee Rie bee TAA eetedmas elicte toe dss .8.0 5 eee 
Spar 
WPR ae BOOK ater 0 Cs Ee MEIER Sec .5 ARMAS oe nh ai oe SE Gaal oe «AO; cache cto . 
: Spark 








NOTE.—Previous Weath 
tion, dated May 15, 1925. 
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(WB—8-19-25—1.200) 





Weather Bureau 
stations issuing 
information 


Pensacola, Fla. 


New Orleans, La. 


New Orleans, La. 


Galveston, Tex. 


Brownsville, Tex. 


Washington, D.C. 


Do. 
Do. 
(and San Juan) 


Do. 


Do. 





er Bureau circular dated August 1, 1924, is hereby superseded. For radio distribution on Pacific coast, see Circular No. 10—Radio, 2d Edi- 
r radio distribution on Atlantic coast and description of Arlington weather bulletin, see Circular No. 13—Radio, dated July 15, 1925. 


Chief of Bureau. 





